












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































New Historical Drama of Local Opera in Modern China:
the Development of “Zhu Yuanzhang Executes His Son-in-law”
KAWA Koji 
The subject of this study is a work of local opera in China with a story in 
which Zhu Yuanzhang (朱元璋) executed his son-in-law. This work is classified 
as a new historical drama. New historical dramas are made under the influence 
of Marxism.
“Zhu Yuanzhang executes his son-in-law (朱元璋斬婿)” was made in 1979 
as a local opera in Hebei Province called Hebei bangzi (河北 子). After that, 
it was transplanted to many local operas in the 1980s. And this story has been 
repeatedly picked up by various media.
“Zhu Yuanzhang executes his son-in-law” brings the audience to a catharsis. 
Through the appearance of a fictional character Chang Haiying (常海英), the 
story seems to be like a classic historical drama. In addition, this drama devised 
a clear theme of “The importance of obeying laws”. The message of this drama 
is that vassals, relatives of the emperor, and even the emperor himself must obey 
the law.
In all regions of the world, historical fiction stories have been created. 
As the story spreads, TV dramas and movies, which are contemporary media, 
have an important role. This situation is the same in China. But in China, new 
historical dramas in local opera is are also important as a medium to spread 
historical stories. When a historical incident is dramatized by a local opera, it 
changes into a traditional historical story.
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